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What is Psychological Profiling?

Psychologicall profiling invelves investigating an
offender’'s behavior, motives and background in
an attempt to further guide an investigation.
Research shows that offender's that repeatedly.
rape or Kill'are driven: by: al heightened! public fiear
for their actions and media attention, Which; could
eventually,lead ter thelr arrest. Analyzing the
criminalts habitsranarrittals allows InVvestigators
to trace similarities WeEtWEER Previeous CHImES:
WhEnRrthese detallsteifthelr liiestyle are made
PUBIIC, HEREST NEIgNDOES and collEagUESHmay
hEcCodIZE them:




The Facts

TThe process of Bsycholo icall profiling began; over
a century ago, but was first distinctly used as a
method! in America during the 1950rs.
Investigators discovered through research,
Intriguing patterns: and: similarities between serial
killer's behavior. Some of the patterns discovered
Include; the killers having suffered from: child
abUSE; as} youngsters, Whether It 1s sexual or
physicalland thiat this kKinal el abuse led to
abnormaltBenaviers later oni As children and
CEENAJENS) theV, started Hres, WEKe Cruel to
animeals e ehildrenrand thenmrtherate tEERaEE
Veals Loy eahly A tWERTES, WERErEREEINGNRT PELEY,
ChHiME anE deRNING authorRGY:




Why Criminals Commit

Committing serious crimes usually start at
around the mid to late twenties. Being
able te manipulate victims and show: a
sense of power and domination is a main
drive, fior criminals, as well sexual moetives.
Murdering victims gives them the sense of
SUCCESS and control that they: have never
felt in their lives. Some; criminals; have
also found that they: need to) relive; that
SEfSE; ol VICLorY thatiWas felt durngrthe
cOmmMIttinG off ther Crme, se they: take
SeMEthIMEN oM thEIF VICEImMIS, fie examiple;
jewelry, clething and even body: parts.




Inductive Profiling

Investigators putting together a profile use either
Inductive or deductive approaches. Inductive
profiling involves assuming that when a criminal
commits a crime, he or she willl have, a similar
Packground and motive to others whoer have
committed! a similar crime. Anl example ofi this is
a re-offending rapist Whoese! target: are White
Woemen, Istnet likely: ter be bDiack: PEcCaliSE CHIMES
Off thie past: thiat Nave BEER! similar terthisi one
naVerrarely Crossed racialNines: HoWeVer these
StatemeEnts aVve DEEn qUestionearanca - have
ExXpErEncErraN o oiFpUblicCIiZECNE FaWIDaCKS:




Deductive Profiling

Deductive profiling involves a process that avoids
generalizations and averages. Ihis method invelves intently
studying suspects in extreme detail and adapting findings
in which new: evidence, surfaces. A deductive profile is set
up based on the offender's actions befiore, during and after
committing the crime. For example, if the murderer used a
makeshift weapon, Investigators are then able tor deduice
that the crime was probably spontamneous. Anether example
invoelves serial murderers. Investigators are able; to find! out
WHEEhEr the murder Was ordanized, WhICh means that the
Killer carriealout a planned, premeditated attack on a
Victim), or lif the attack  was disorganized), meaning thai the
mUrderwas tRplanned and the KillerbeRaved in an
URCERtAIRWaYA Ordanized and planned Killersroiten carry. a
teelNkit contaifiNGIdUCE tape g repe: tor DING thENF VIS
ahnd gleVves andarmaskstorhiderthelricentitys




Serial Killers

Serial killers are also known to stick within their
‘comfiort zone’, fior example, their own
neighborhood, before traveling further as their
sense off power and domination; heightens. A
serial killer often leaves, benind a signatulre; or
trademark off thel werk that Is  usually;
UnnNecessary, but emotionally: fulfills the Killer:
Iere; are usuallysalsoer simiiar aspects, Winichrwill
IRk the CrimeEs) togEthEr, e E.g. . the MEthod of
MU e e theVictims may: alitiaVerSemeE oM O
Simiarey. Proflersttse this te) trace amnd ink
ChHMmES committed earierftogEther:




