
 

Forens i c Sc i ence Case S tudy ; Drug E

(ANSWER QUEST IONS ON A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER)

Case 6 L l oyd
L l oyd i s a 23 year o l d s i ng l e ma l e who chose to move to Da l l as , Texas i ns t ead o f

go i ng to co l l ege . He has been work i ng as a p l umber ' s ass i s t an t for the l as t coup l e o f

years and w i l l soon ge t h i s un i on membersh i p . " Then I cou l d b i d on c i t y j obs and

make a very com for t ab l e l i v i ng . " As i t i s , he makes pre t t y good money when j obs are

around . Dur i ng l ean t i mes he works on cars and mo torcyc l es on the s i de . He repor ts
an ac t i ve soc i a l l i f e w i th h i s f r i ends and a l l o f them do some t ype o f drug or ano ther .

Las t year L l oyd t es t ed pos i t i ve for H IV . He ' s no t rea l l y sure how he go t i t . He i s

a l ways very care fu l abou t h i s need l es " so someone mus t have sp i ked the dope . " He

doesn ' t wan t to go i n to i t bu t he was rea l l y " p i ssed o f f and angry " when he go t the
news . He t e l l s you ; H IV i s c l ear l y a Repub l i can p l o t to w i pe ou t the L i bera l Democra t s

S i nce he works as an i ndependen t con t rac tor , he has no i nsurance . " And I sure as

can ' t ge t i nsurance today w i th my H IV s t a tus . "

Consequen t l y , pay i ng for h i s med i ca t i on tha t h i s doc tor has prescr i bed has been

sporad i c a t bes t . He has prescr i p t i ons for AZT and pro t ease i nh i b i tors bu t he has no t

been ab l e to t ake them cons i s t en t l y because they are too expens i ve . " E i ther way you
l ook a t i t I ' m screwed . "

L l oyd pre f ers to do " speedba l l s " when he can score those drugs . He l oves the rush

and even boas ts tha t he can ge t a fu l l coun t (1 gram) tha t ' s a t l eas t a

 

. . . . t en h i t t er '

for a C no t e ' Mos t bumpers " on the s t ree t w i l l have to pay tw i ce as much for ha l f the

qua l i t y . "

L l oyd says he doesn ' t do any o ther drugs bu t has t r i ed them a l l . Occas i ona l l y he w i l l

dr i nk some Sco t ch bu t l a t e l y h i s s tomach has been rea l l y g i v i ng h i m t roub l e .

Some t i mes i t w i l l f ee l l i ke mu l t i p l e s t ab wounds i n my gu t tha t go on for hours . I t

rea l l y has me scared . He ' s seen h i s doc tor and she prescr i bed some Demero l ? And

an an t ac i d . He ' s pre t t y sure i t ' s re l a t ed to h i s H IV . L l oyd t e l l s you qu i t e f rank l y tha t

when he ge t s too bad and too s i ck f rom the A IDS he ' l l t ake h i mse l f ou t .

" Hey , I th i nk o f su i c i de f rom t i me to t i me . I f i t ge t s rea l l y bad? / mean the A IDS

th i ng? and l i f e ge t too unbearab l e , I know / don ' t have to t ake i t " .



 

Ques t i ons-Case 6

1 . L l oyd s t a t es tha t he " pre f ers to do " speedba l l s . " Based on your read i ngs , p l ease
descr i be wha t a " speedba l l " i s?

2 . Based on the i n forma t i on L l oyd has g i ven you , wha t wou l d your i n i t i a l assessmen t
be?

3 . Wha t wou l d your recommenda t i on for t rea tmen t and med i ca l i n t erven t i on be for

L l oyd based on your assessmen t?
4 . Wha t pharmaco l og i ca l i n t erven t i ons wou l d you sugges t L l oyd l ook i n to regard i ng
bo th h i s med i ca l cond i t i on and h i s drug h i s tory?
5 . L l oyd uses a number o f s t ree t t erms you may no t be f am i l i ar w i th . How wou l d you
hand l e a c l i en t l i ke L l oyd who uses st ree t t erms you may no t recogn i ze or
unders t and? Why do you th i nk L l oyd i s us i ng these t erms?
6 . Wha t poss i b l e t rans f erence i ssue tha t m i gh t be connec t ed to L l oyd ' s use o f s t ree t
t erms? Wha t poss i b l e Coun t er t rans f erence i ssues m i gh t h i s use o f these t erms

br i ng up for the counse l or?

7 . Wha t do you th i nk abou t L l oyd ' s s t a t emen t s o f su i c i de? How wou l d you hand l e
th i s i ssue w i th L l oyd?
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