Arson: Crimne Seenn Processing Basices
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Some nf ihe most challencing seenes o process involve suspecied arson. Such seenes calt
for the special exporiise of o arson ivvestivotor, But just because an arsen vestigator
will process the seene dossn tizan Gt the erime seene officer doesi 't have arole, The
CSO &5 suith rosponsible for colizeting veneral evidence at the seene and also provides
vatuahle assiztance o the aison vestizator. And by working with the arson investiz aor,
vou gain valuable knowledae that will aid you in luture cases. Let's take a fook at the
basics vou need when youre caliad to an arson seeng,

First. it vou arrive al a scene and suspect arson, immediaiely call inan arson investig ator.
The fire department or state five marshal’s office has specialists who can investigate the
cause of the fire. IS arson they can process the seene. Don't hesitate to call in the se
experts. 1 had a scene ata rural howse that | thought was arson. [ coutd see four points in
the bascment where the five stivted, What [ didn’t know was that the house used propans:
when propane igiiies. it stvs fow o the erowsd. In this case. an aceidental spark hadd
nited the propane, causing the e, Without the arson investigator’s help, Twouldn ™
have had an accurate piocture of what had happenad 10an arson investigator isn't
available. do vouwr bestwith the kv ledoe vou have to document and process the seeine:
thoroushly.

Before you bevin precessing tie seenz secure 1 perimeter and limitaccess as much us
possible. Don"tihind of the crime seene as just the buiiding or the car where the fue
oceurred, Considor o beoader sren. An empiy gas can o other evidence may have been
pitched in the surronndiog bestes or fdds You lnever knew wints ot there unless
vou ook

Remember. safety st 1 vou lind an eaplosive deviee. back out and cali the bomb
squad. Be alert to dangerous aveas of the buitding. 1 there are buri vicims preseit. get
them help immediately, The victims may have evidence on them. so remember to collect
their clothing and other items once they receive Ielp,

Thoroughly documenting the scens is essential, Keep an eecurate log o who enters and
Jeaves the scene, Photograph the entive seene from different angles before vou process it
and create diagrams. When you begin coliecting evidence, photograph cach item where
vou find it. Noie the location, the daie, and the time. Remember that maintaining a proper
chain of evidence is crucial. When you go Lo couri. you can bet the defense will ask you
where the evidence came from and who was responsible for it T can’t stress cnough how
important it is that you provide propei documetation.

Another essential step is taking propar precautions to ensure the scene isn’t contaminated
and you're protected. While you shoukl always proceed with caution at any crime scene,
arson scencs may be especially hazardous beeause of the possible presence of toxic



fumes, smoke. and danacrous debrs, AL cvcar adoves aid appropriite foot coverings
In soime cases, vou may need g imsh il
seene, wedr o protective Tow ek s b
hodily eids. Note that i arson

s estizzior has Gnished s woert

et apparatus, [iere 15 a body at the
sproicc st healtis Treards from blood or other
ee o ctees b to call e coroner utib the arson
conted the eady, You want te be sure the area around
the body s well documicniad an i Ctoe eeiieved st evidence onand near the
body befare 1172 moved.

When vou're ready to ety a2 sismas procesd e s any otlizr seenes find and collees
any evidence that could possibiy 2 relevan: Follow the basics and leok for lingerprints.
latent prints, tire wracks, foot prinis impression evidence, hair, fibers, blood, and other
body fluids. Also look for items< snethas tipe. fabric/material. cigareties, drugs, glass.

wood. soil documents. mail teliaek 1y oo wiwen List collected and compare to when the
person was killed). computers {chicek facehook, texts, documents. and files), answering
machines, fircarms and other wegpons, pants, any of the vietims® persoial items
{clothing. wallets, purses, eic).

Some items can’t be processed Becasse ol damage from the fre or from efforts o contain
it Insome cases. though, finzerpeiis will be visible bocause of the seot. Be observani.
Oil residue and water don'Uiiin: you men Fusd nove prings thay you'd expecet if you
search carciully. In arson casos vou're abo looking for evidence ofanaceelerant. Pay
special atteniion W any mutarials oo sl appear suspilions,

Pvidence collected from the soet et phaed fpraper contaners, Bems that may
Coatnt e e o pove metad paint cans witdy s
that trap vapors. Onee the items are seelad i the containzrs, Label them, Don’tuse plastic
for aceelerans—he vapors will Leack our el the plastic and e lab won't be able o
determine the tvpe of acectorans trom the el

contain an aceelerant must b plaoci

Put wet items (¢lothing or other iteivs with bl dosxen, cue) i bucher paper. then
place them inan open plastic bay anit sou e 1o vour office. Letihe tiems air dry
helore labeling and sending Greny tothe by [ vou don't attow thew o dey. they il
become moldy and vou won't be able o use bz You don’twant to Tose evidence vou
worked hard to get

Waorking anarson scene can seein

atin s Desides all ol the wsual chialienges, you have
to deab witl the damage caused by the Gre dtself T some cases, you may have o silt
processing evidence in these situations reguires paticnee and persisience. But the effort
you put in at the seene will be worth it when vou can help make the case stick i court.

throueh huee piles of debris just to oot Lo L point where tee dire started. Collecting and
g & ) | 4
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